Under the patronage of the Minister for Science Wolfgang Heubisch and the two conference presidents Martin Reincke and Martin Fischer, 32 workshops and 251 scientific contributions on projects and research in medical undergraduate, postgraduate and continuing education offered a broad and varied program. All papers were subjected to a critical review process by three referees in advance. The abstracts of all scientific papers were published for the conference via the GMS and are available from http://www.egms.de/dynamic/en/meetings/ gma2011/index.htm. 16 exhibitors and sponsors were also represented at the annual conference. We were also able to welcome the German Research Foundation and the Robert Bosch Stiftung as sponsors. The number of participants and the contributions of our sponsors underlines the increasing importance of medical undergraduate, postgraduate and continuing education in Germany.
Programme
The scientific program was rounded off by the pre-and post-conference workshops and the GMA committee meetings. Particularly noteworthy is the newly formed committee on Inter-professional Education in Health Professions which aims to foster new connections between training courses across the boundaries of individual professions. The presentations of the invited speakers (Brian Hodges, Toronto, Canada; Olle ten Cate, Utrecht, The Netherlands; Christiane Spiel, Vienna, Austria and Frank Fischer, Munich) on models of medical under-and postgraduate education, professionalism, acquisition and assessment of competences, evaluation of teaching and collaborative learning created valuable impulses for a multi-perspective discussion. The invited speaker lectures were recorded and are available on the conference website at http:// www.gma2011.de. The 12 lecture sessions and 12 poster sessions hailed from eight main categories: Of course the GMA social evening, by now a tradition, also took place. With some 240 people present at the Augustiner Bräu beer celler in downtown Munich, everyone had a chance to talk to everyone over a hearty Bavarian buffet. As part of the social evening the GMA award winners were honored by Eckhart Hahn, Sören Huwendiek and Sandra Zeuner (see Figure 1 ). The conference ended by a presentation of the conference highlights by Reinhard Putz, Götz Fabry and Claudia Kiessling who critically analysed and summarised their impressions on the conference.
GMA Members' Meeting and Election of Officers
The scientific program aside, the GMA Members' Meeting was held on 07 October. There were 210 voting GMA members present. The following new board was elected for three years:
• Chairman of the Board: Prof Martin R. Fischer, MME, Munich • Deputy Chairman: Prof. Sigrid Harendza, MME, Hamburg • Secretary: Dr. Thomas Shiozawa, MME, Tübingen • Treasurer: Dr. Markus Gulich, MSc, Ulm.
• Faculty Observer: Prof. Matthias Siebeck, MME, Munich • Student Body Observer: Mathis Gittinger, DuisburgEssen • Veterinary Medicine Observer: Dr. January Ehlers, MSc., Hanover • Dentistry Observer: Prof. Rainer Haak, MME, Leipzig • Austrian Observer: Dr. Karen Pierer, MME, Innsbruck • Swiss Observer: Dr. Christian Schirlo, MME, Zurich • Chairman of the Advisory Board: Prof. Thorsten Schäfer, MME, Bochum 
